                                            T-38 ESUP Request for Information Request

During our recent Industry Day, as well as in subsequent T-38 ESUP RFI responses, a phased approach was suggested as a suitable acquisition strategy for the ESUP.  We are strongly considering such an approach, but would value your inputs as we formulate such a program.  

One consideration is how to “segment/phase” the program.  In particular, we are evaluating the benefits of not including the upgraded escape path clearance sub-system from the first phase.  It’s the governments position an upgraded escape path clearance sub-system presents the greatest technical and schedule risk over a replacement seat or inter-seat sequencing sub-system.  

The Government will not define a design solution for the escape path clearance sub-system. We will require its performance to be such that it will allow the overall ejection sequence timing to be kept as low as possible so that we get maximum system capability from replacement seats.

Question:  What do you foresee as the schedule impact of including an improved escape path clearance sub-system in a first phase of the ESUP?  Please provide your answer as a function of total system design/development/qualification, specifying to the greatest extent possible the issues you see as of greatest concern.

Request your response be submitted NLT February 9, 2004 to: ASC/YTA, Capt. E. Jay Kilpatrick II, Program Manager, 1970 Monahan Way, Bldg 11A, Room 201-1, WPAFB, Ohio 45433-7211, Phone 937-904-4317 or to: ASC/YTA, Mrs. Sally Meyer, Contracting Officer, 1970 Monahan Way, Bldg 11A, Room 201-1, WPAFB, Ohio 45433-7211, Phone 937-904-4304

